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SPOTLIGHT ON CUMBERLAND COUNTY 

Overview and Geographic Background  

With a land area of 483.7 square miles, Cumberland County is the 5th largest county in the state, and ranked 16th in 

population in New Jersey. It was originally formed in 1798 from parts of Salem County and named after Prince 

William, Duke of Cumberland. The geography of Cumberland County is low lying and sits near the Delaware Bay. 

The county seat is located in Bridgeton. It consists of a total of 14 municipalities: 3 cities, 10 townships, and 1 

borough.  

Cumberland County has approximately 70,000 acres of farmland, which accounts for approximately 20% of the 

agricultural in the state of New Jersey. It is also home to three correctional facilities: Bayside State Prison, South 

Woods State Prison, and Southern State Prison. The county has a rather high rate of poverty. According to the 

2012 American Community Survey, the rate of people whose income is below the poverty level is 18.8%, which is 8 

percentage points higher than the overall rate for the state.  

The most recent population estimate for 2012 is 157,785, which represents a 0.6% increase in population from 

2010. The highest populated municipality is Vineland (60,329). The lowest populated municipality is Shiloh (665).  

Government and Politics 

Cumberland County is governed by a Board of Chosen Freeholders consisting of seven members elected at-large 

for staggered three year terms. Each Freeholder is assigned to oversee a department. The current membership of 

the Board of Chosen Freeholders consist of: Joseph Derella (Director), Douglas Long (Deputy Director), Thomas 

Sheppard, Carol Musso, Tony Surace, James Sauro, and Darlene Barber.  At the state level, the county falls in both 

the 1st and 3rd legislative districts 

where it is represented by Democratic 

Assemblymen, Bob Andrzejczak and 

John J. Burzichelli, Assemblywoman 

Celeste M. Riley, and Republican 

Assemblyman Samuel Fiocchi, as well 

as Democratic Senators Dr. Jeff Van 

Drew and Stephen Sweeney.   

At the federal level, the county is 

represented by Senators Corey Booker 

(D) and Robert Menendez (D) and 

Congressman Frank A. LoBiondo (R). 1 

Cumberland County tends to lean 

toward Democrats. For example, in the 

2009 Gubernatorial race, Jon Corzine (D) won the county over Chris Christie by a margin of 8 percentage points. In 

the 2012 Presidential election, Obama (D) won 61% of the votes within the county as opposed to 37.9% to Mitt 

                                                           
1
 Cumberland County, New Jersey, http://www.co.cumberland.nj.us/content/161/default.aspx accessed 8/8/12 



Romney (R).  Although the largest share of registered voters in the county is unaffiliated, there are a higher 

number of registered Democrats than Republicans in the count. 

 

 
Economies, Industry, and Employment  

The economy of Cumberland County developed around four principal industries: glass making, food processing, 

textiles, and maritime trade. Today, the county 

has a very large agricultural base and is focusing 

on developing four key industry sectors:  

Healthcare, Construction, Hospitality/Tourism, 

and Advanced Manufacturing.  

The largest employer in the county is Inspira 

Health Network, which employs more than 

double the number of employees as the next 

leading employer. The largest industry sector is 

Education and Health Care and Social 

Assistance, which employs 25.7% of the 

employed population 16 and over. 

The preliminary unemployment rate in 

December 2013 is 10.5, 2nd highest in the state. 

The graph below shows the trend in the unemployment for 2013, which greatly outpaces the state unemployment 

rate. 

Part of the reason for these high unemployment 
numbers is the decline in the manufacturing 
sector. For example, Dallas Airmotive significantly 
scaled back its operations within the county and 
moved the majority of its manufacturing 
operations out of state in 2004. In 2005, Santa’s 
Best also relocated, shutting down operations in 
Millville and Vineland. In spite of this loss, the 
county’s loss in manufacturing was lower than the 
overall loss in manufacturing throughout the 
state. The county’s loss was 14.1 percent, while 
the state’s loss in manufacturing was at 20.9%.  
In contrast, the loss of actual jobs was higher in 

Cumberland County than the state as a whole. 

From 2004 to 2009, private sector employment decreased by 7.8%, which was actually double the state’s rate of 

decline at 3.5%. In 2005, employment trended upward and then declined in subsequent years. This is in contrast to 

the state in which employment increased in the first three years of this period and then declined in 2008 and 2009.  

 

Source: NJ Dept. of Labor and Workforce Development 
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Educational Attainment and Achievement  

Cumberland County lags significantly behind the state in educational attainment. Statewide, 88.3% of the 

population possesses a high school diploma or higher and 36.2% of the population possesses a BA degree or 

higher. In contrast, in Cumberland County in only 75.8% have a high school diploma or higher, and only 13.9% 

possess a BA degree or higher.   

Education Attainment:  Population 25 years of age and older 

Place 
% High School (or 

Equivalent) or higher  
% Bachelor Degree 

or higher 
% of Population 25 

years of age and older 

Cumberland County 75.8 13.9 66.9 

SJ 7 Counties Avg. 86.1 26 68.5 

New Jersey 88.3 36.2 68.2 

 

The chart below displays the results of the High School Proficiency Assessment (HSPA) test in Language Arts and 

Math. The statewide percentile rank indicates how the school’s proficiency compares with other schools across the 

state. For example, in Language Arts, Bridgeton High School has a proficiency rate higher than 14% of all schools 

across the state. 

High School Name 
Proficiency or 

Higher in Language 
Arts 

State 
Rank 

Proficiency 
or Higher in 

Math 

State 
Rank 

Bridgeton 84.6% 14.0% 63.9% 15.0% 

Cumberland Regional 95.0% 46.0% 77.3% 26.0% 

Millville Senior High 83.5% 12.0% 71.0% 21.0% 

Vineland Senior High 84.5% 14.0% 69.5% 20.0% 

Cunningham Alternative School 68.0% 4.0% 48.0% 7.0% 

 

There are a number of other issues affecting both Cumberland County and the Southern New Jersey region. 

Continue visiting our website and read our profile of Cumberland County to get a broad look at data in other 

areas. 


