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Senator Walter Rand Institute for Public Affairs
Undergraduate Public Engagement Research Seminar: Translating Insights into Impact

About the Senator Walter Rand Institute for Public Affairs
The Senator Walter Rand Institute for Public Affairs (WRI) at Rutgers—Camden has been a long-

standing and trusted regional community partner for over 25 years. WRI honors former Senator

Rand’s dedication to Southern New Jersey and exists to produce and highlight community-
focused research and evaluation leading to sound public policy and practice in the region.
With that as a foundation, WRI convenes and engages stakeholders in making the connections
across research, policy, and practice in support of Camden City and Southern New Jersey
residents. Using social science research methods, WRI specializes in transforming data into
actionable information across a variety of areas, including workforce development, education,
transportation, and public/population health. WRI reinforces and amplifies Rutgers’ research,
teaching, and service goals by connecting the multidisciplinary expertise of faculty to regional
problems, developing research and professional skills in students, and linking the resources of
higher education to communities in Southern New Jersey.

About the Public Engagement Research Seminar

The Walter Rand Institute offers a variety of engagement opportunities for Rutgers-Camden
students with an interest in community-based research and public service through research.
In an effort to expand these offerings, WRI is launching an undergraduate seminar to introduce
students to the Southern New Jersey region and publicly engaged research translation and
dissemination. This seminar will explore South Jersey county data analysis and strategies for
translating academic writing into accessible formats for public audiences. Special emphasis
will be placed on engaging policymakers and community-based organizations. Students will
gain practical skills in communicating research from higher education settings to broader
audiences, including public officials, community leaders, and the general public.

Seminar Goals:

e Learn about South Jersey and discuss challenges and opportunities in the region

e Reflect on WRI’s community-facing research projects and how to use existing data and
reports to repackage them for various audiences

e Discuss dissemination and ways to ensure stakeholders can use data to inform
decision-making and practices

e Learn aboutresearch translation for public audiences

e Create a piece of public writing and a presentation based on seminar discussions and
learnings
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e Network with internal and external stakeholders (e.g., Rutgers—Camden students,

Rutgers—Camden and WRI staff and/or faculty, legislators, and community provider
representatives)

Format

The seminar is slated for the 2026 spring semester (January — May). There will be a mix of
lectures and interactive activities, and guest speakers will be a regular part of the seminar.
Students will have the opportunity to speak with State and local agency leaders, legislators,
and community providers.

Participation will involve eight in person sessions (some sessions may be virtual at the
discretion of WRI staff). Each session will be approximately 1.5 hours, totaling roughly ~12
hours of “class time,” along with some out of class work to reinforce in-class learning.
Throughout the seminar, participants will work towards a final writing and presentation
deliverable that will involve using existing WRI data, data from a student’s academic
coursework, an outside WRI research project if related to Southern New Jersey, and/or publicly
available data on a topic relevant to Southern New Jersey. Participants will translate data
findings/prior academic writing into one public facing report, brief, fact sheet, blog post, or
similar document.

All participating students will receive a $1,500 scholarship for participating.

Session Dates — all sessions will take place from 2- 3:30pm

- Session 1: January 26, 2026

- Session 2: February 9, 2026

- Session 3: February 23, 2026

- Session 4: March 2, 2026

- Session 5: March 23, 2026

- Session 6: April 6, 2026

- Session 7: April 20, 2026

- Session 8: May 4, 2026 —-final session, final projects due and closing session

Seminar Location: The third floor of the Walter Rand Institute office — 411 Cooper Street,
Camden, NJ

Eligibility and other Requirements

Applicants must be a current junior or senior enrolled at Rutgers University - Camden as a full
or part-time undergraduate student in good academic standing with a minimum 3.0 GPA.
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Students from any and all disciplines and majors are very warmly welcome. Prior research

experience is not needed or required for participation in this seminar.

Interested students should complete an application using the format below and will be notified
if they are accepted into the seminar. Interested students should apply only if they are
available in-person for all session dates and times.

Successful students will demonstrate strong writing, organizational, and critical thinking skills,
a basic understanding of the importance of research that focuses on community issues such
as transportation, housing, education, and an interest in learning more about the surrounding
Camden City and Southern New Jersey region.

Application
To apply for the seminar, please send pdf documents with the following information:

— Name:
— Rutgers Camden Undergraduate Class of ___ (applicants must be a current junior or
senior)
— Major:
— Answers to the following questions:
1. Whyisresearch that focuses on community issues important? (200 words)
2. What do you hope to gain and/or learn through this seminar experience? (300
words)
3. How will this seminar experience enhance your educational or professional
goals? (300 words)

Attachments:

— Resume
—  Writing sample

— Contact information for current or former professor

Interested students should submit applications via email by 5:00 pm on November 21, 2025.
Please send your application to wrand@camden.rutgers.edu with the subject line Walter Rand

Institute Public Engagement Research Seminar 2026. WRI will acknowledge receipt of each
application via email. Late and/or incomplete submissions will not be considered.

Questions: Please contact Mavis Asiedu-Frimpong, WRI Director, at
mal1987@camden.rutgers.edu
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