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2026 Walter Rand Institute Graduate Research Scholarship:
Call for Proposals - Research about Southern New Jersey?

Guidelines for Submission

Proposal Deadline: November 21, 2025
Projected Notification of Award estimated between: December 15, 2025 -
December 22, 2025
Projected Start Date: January 20, 2026

Project must be completed by December 31, 2026

WRI’s Background & Purpose
The Senator Walter Rand Institute for Public Affairs (WRI) at Rutgers-Camden has been a long-

standing and trusted regional community partner for over 20 years. WRI exists to produce and
highlight community-focused research and evaluation leading to sound public policy and
practice in the region. With that as a foundation, WRI convenes and engages stakeholders in
making connections across research, policy, and practice in support of Camden City and
Southern New Jersey residents. Using social science research methods, WRI specializes in
transforming data into actionable information across a variety of areas, including workforce
development, education, transportation, and public/population health. WRI reinforces and
amplifies Rutgers' research, teaching, and service goals by connecting the multidisciplinary
expertise of faculty to regional problems, developing research and professional skills in
students, and linking the resources of higher education to its surrounding communities.

WRI’s projects have connected scores of Rutgers students with valuable opportunities to
enhance their education with real-world research experience. Apart from research scholarships,
students at WRI regularly participate in projects under the supervision of WRI full-time staff,
assisting with research and data collection, writing, and neutral convening of community
stakeholder groups.

YIncludes: Atlantic, Burlington, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester, Ocean, and Salem
Counties.
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Overview: 2026 Walter Rand Institute Graduate Research Scholarship
for One Rutgers-Camden Graduate Student to Conduct Research
about Southern New Jersey

In an effort to encourage and support more original research about Southern New Jersey, WRI
will be awarding one $5,000 scholarship to one Rutgers-Camden Graduate Student to support
tuition during the Spring 2026 and Fall 2026 semesters at Rutgers University—Camden.

The recipient of the scholarship will pursue research of significance in Southern New Jersey,
and in return, receive funding to support their tuition. This is an exciting opportunity for a
student to pursue meaningful research in and for the surrounding South Jersey community.
Scholarship recipients are expected to conduct the research independently —i.e., research
design and execution, IRB approval and research administration, obtaining and analyzing the
necessary data, with methodological support from a faculty mentor if needed. WRI staff would
collaborate with the scholarship recipients to provide mentoring and guidance around how to
position the research within the Southern New Jersey context and in disseminating the research
to a wide audience. Eligible proposals include, but are not limited to, extending a Rutgers-
Camden graduate student’s existing capstone, thesis, or dissertation project to include either a
Southern New Jersey population, a geographic region in Southern New Jersey, or a topic of
particular concern to residents of Southern New Jersey.
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Timeline

The research project is expected to commence at the start of the Spring 2026 semester (i.e., on
or about January 20, 2026) and conclude by the end of December 2026 (approximately 12
months).

The 2026 WRI Graduate Scholarship Recipient will be awarded the first half of the designated
contribution ($2,500) toward tuition for this research project near or at the start of the Spring
2026 semester. If the student performs all tasks satisfactorily, the student’s final $2,500
scholarship installment will be posted at the beginning of the Fall 2026 semester. If, at any time
during the award period, a student fails to reasonably meet the necessary project milestones
and/or scholarship requirements, the student will be required to return all disbursed funding to
WRI.

Provided the scholarship recipient continues to meet eligibility requirements, the Director of
WRI may extend the scholarship timeline past December 2026 and provide additional
scholarship funding to pursue additional research.

Upon completion of the research project, the recipient are also expected to present their
results at a community forum organized by WRI, at the Annual WRI Awards and Scholarship
Dinner, or a WRI Advisory Board Meeting. Scholarship recipients should therefore plan to
attend the annual WRI Awards and Scholarship Dinner, to be held in April 2026.

RESEARCH. CONNECT. ENGAGE. RAND.CAMDEN.RUTGERS.EDU 3 | Page



https://rand.camden.rutgers.edu/
https://rutgersconnect-my.sharepoint.com/personal/krcurtis_camden_rutgers_edu/Documents/Desktop/2023%20WRI%20Grad%20Scholarship%20Apps/WRI_Graduate_Scholarships_Draft_CFP_2023-2024.docx#_msocom_3

RUTGERS-CAMDEN
Senator Walter Rand @ @

Institute for Public Affairs

Applicant Eligibility Requirements
There are two eligibility tracks:
- Track 1 - Students currently enrolled at Rutgers University — Camden as full-time
graduate students, have completed at least one semester of their graduate program,
and are in good academic standing (3.0 GPA or higher)

- Track 2 - Students in their first semester of full-time graduate study at Rutgers
University - Camden. Students in this track must submit a letter of recommendation
from the program’s Graduate Program Director, along with the required letter of
support from a faculty mentor. (see below)

Each application should clearly state whether the student is applying in Track 1 or 2.
In an effort to continue to provide scholarship opportunities to as many Rutgers-Camden

Graduate Students as possible, students who are prior recipients of the Graduate Scholarship
for Southern New Jersey Research Initiatives or the WRI Graduate Scholarship are not eligible

to apply.
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Application Process

As part of the application process, the following are required:

e Research Project Proposal

o Overview and Project Description

Methodology/Process
Anticipated Outcome of the Research Project
Community-Facing Research
Relevant Data Collection and Data Analysis Skills
Timeline
Budget (if applicable)
References
Resume or CV

O O 0O O 0O 0O O 0o O

Letter of Support from Faculty Mentor - the faculty mentor must be able and
willing to provide (if needed) technical guidance during the scholarship period
with methodological analysis: e.g., quantitative or qualitative methods and/or
analysis.

O Letter of Recommendation from the Graduate Program Director (only applies to

new students in their first semester of the program)

Scholarship recipients will be selected by a committee composed of WRI Advisory Board
Members, WRI’s Director, and WRI staff.

Strong applicants will be able to:
e Identify a clear research question(s) of significance in Southern New Jersey.

e |dentify a data set(s) that will lead to successful analysis per the research question(s).

e |dentify a clear plan to obtain and analyze the data within the intended 12-month
timeframe.

e Demonstrate previous ability to independently manipulate and analyze primary and/or
secondary data as applicable to the proposed research question and produce written
work that highlights the findings.

e Demonstrate their ability to showcase data using easy-to-understand visualizations (e.g.,
tables, charts, graphs, etc.).

e C(learly articulate an interest in community-facing research and the impact this research
could have on the Southern New Jersey region.

RESEARCH. CONNECT. ENGAGE. RAND.CAMDEN.RUTGERS.EDU 5| Page



https://rand.camden.rutgers.edu/

RUTGERS-CAMDEN
Senator Walter Rand @ @

Institute for Public Affairs

Proposal Requirements and Instructions

Please use the following proposal structure. Please ensure that your proposal is no longer than
5 - 7 double-spaced pages. There is no content area of focus requirement - any community-
focused research question that focuses on Southern New Jersey, in full or focused on a smaller
geographic location within the region, is welcome and will be considered.

® Overview and Project Description
Briefly describe the background and significance of the project to South Jersey.

o Describe the research project to be completed.
o Describe your research question(s).
o Describe the data you will collect and analyze.

e Methodology/Process
o Describe the design of the research project and the methods/procedures to be
used and activities to be engaged in to accomplish this project.
o Detail the steps by which data will be obtained/collected, analyzed, and
interpreted.
o Detail your analysis plan.

e Anticipated Outcome of the Research Project
o List the expected outcomes, including what you expect to learn and what
others will learn.
o Describe how you will prepare a report, white paper, or other publication of
your findings. You will also need to prepare a presentation (e.g.,
PowerPoint).
e Please keep in mind the audience that you will be preparing these
findings to share (e.g., policy makers, practitioners, community
members, academics, university leadership, fellow students).

e Community-Facing Research
o Describe your interest in community-facing and community-based research.
O Why is research about or in Southern New Jersey important?
m The answer can focus on all counties, a subset of counties, or small(er)
geographic areas in the region.
o How would this scholarship support your educational, professional, and/or
research goals?
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® Relevant Data Collection and Data Analysis Skills
o Describe your previous experience collecting and analyzing the type(s) of data
you are proposing to use for this research project.

e Timeline (one page maximum)
o Projects are expected to begin on or around January 20, 2026, and must be
completed by December 31, 2026. The timeline should reflect these beginning
and ending dates.

e Budget (if applicable)
o This section is required if there are anticipated costs associated with this
research. Please include a budget if that is the case. If there are no anticipated
costs, do not include this section.

® References
o This section must include appropriate and relevant literature citations.
References should be in APA format.

® Resume or CV
O Please submit a resume or CV.

e letter of Support from Faculty Mentor
O Please obtain one letter of support from a Faculty Mentor. This letter should
address the significance of the project to the student, the qualifications of the
student to complete the research project, and confirm willingness of the mentor
to support the student with technical guidance if needed.
m Faculty Mentor’s Role
e Provide (if needed) technical guidance during the scholarship
period with the quantitative or qualitative methods and/or
analysis.

m WRIl'srole
e Provide support and guidance during the scholarship period
around research administration protocols, and written and oral
dissemination for public audiences.
e Provide the Southern New Jersey context to help drive analytic
priorities.
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e Ongoing guidance, direction, mentoring to shape the project and

priorities.

e [etter of Recommendation from the Graduate Program Director (only applies for new
students in their first semester of the program applying under Track 2).

O Please obtain one letter of support from the Graduate Program Director. This
letter should address the significance of the project to the student as well as the
qualifications of the student to complete the research project.

m Note: if the Graduate Program Director and the Faculty Mentor are the
same person, one letter addressing the significance of the project to the
student, student qualifications, and willingness to provide technical
guidance needed is sufficient.

**Proposals submitted after the deadline date or incomplete proposals will not be

considered.**
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Webinar - Friday, October 31, 2025

Interested applicants can learn more about this opportunity and ask questions at an upcoming
webinar:

e Start Time: 3:30 pm

e EndTime: 4:30 pm
Zoom: https://rutgers.zoom.us/j/98528761041?pwd=A1x5MoQdxLdJ8Ewbddt8VVwWS5bBtyF.1
Meeting ID: 985 2876 1041

e Password: 881672

e Join By Phone: 1312 626 6799
Contact: Kristin Curtis (krcurtis@camden.rutgers.edu) with questions

Work Location

The WRI Graduate Scholarship Recipient will be required to collaborate with the WRI Associate
Director of Research and other WRI researchers. The recipient is expected to complete this
work using a hybrid method (e.g., work at WRI (on-site) and remotely.

Proposal Submission

Interested students should submit proposals via email by 6pm on November 21, 2025. Please
send your proposal to wrand@camden.rutgers.edu with the subject line Walter Rand Institute
Graduate Scholarship. Please copy krcurtis@camden.rutgers.edu.

Questions should be directed to:
Kristin Curtis, MA (she/her)

Associate Director of Research

Senator Walter Rand Institute for Public Affairs

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey — Camden
Telephone: (856)-225-6236
Email: krcurtis@camden.rutgers.edu
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